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Presentation Outlines 

1) Defining ethnic gardens in village environment 
 

2) Methodology to identify the character and impact 
of ethnic garden in terraced house community 
 

3) Findings and discussion on the characteristics of 
ethnic garden in terraced houses. 



Introduction 

Terraced house communities in Peninsular Malaysia 
are increasingly dominating the urban landscape of 
towns and cities in Peninsular Malaysia. The 
domination begun as early as 1970s in cities such as 
Kuala Lumpur, Penang, Shah Alam and Petaling Jaya 
due to the in-migration of rural population into the 
urban centers. Malaysian Government Census for year 
2000 indicates that the urban population had 
increased to 62.0% from 50.7% in 1991.  Statistics 
from mid-term Ninth Malaysia Plan (2006-2010) 
indicated that more 85% urban housing units are 
composed of terrace and high-rise units.  



Defining Ethnic Garden in village Environment 

• Ethnic group in Malaysia (Malays, Chinese, Indians) 
has a complex and rich relationship with plants where 
they associated them in their beliefs, ritual, and magic. 
 
• They consume the flowers, leaves, fruits and roots for 
physical and metaphysical functions with similarities 
and differences in each ethnic rigths. 
 
• The residential landscape is the testimony of 
knowledge, belief and cultural attributes of the three 
ethnics modifying the landform into tropical cultural 
landscapes. 



Continue……… 

• The village is considered as macro-cultural landscape 
formed by collective effort of the community. 
 
• The garden is an expression illustrating intrinsic 
understanding and relationship of the people towards 
their living environment. It is considered as micro-
cultural landscape illustrating intimate and responsive 
relationship of an ethnic to the physical and climatic 
factors of the landscape. 
 
• The garden is also a platform for the residents to 
practice their beliefs and a tool to socialize with their 
neighbors by exchanging the garden products. 



Ethnic Garden….Malay Gardens 

• The Malays dominated the village landscape 
demonstrated by signs of established association 
between vernacular architecture, plants and natural 
landscape features such as rivers and forests. 
 
• A typical Malay house compound is composed of a 
large timber house with pitched roof surrounded by a 
variety of fruit trees, flowering shrubs and herbs.  
 
 



Continue……… 

• The typology of house compound is made up of 
frontyard, sideyard(s), and kitchen garden.  
 
• The landscape is formed in strata with the fruit trees 
and coconut palms occupying the emergent layer 
standing more than 25m tall.  
 
• In general, the Malay gardens would contain more 
than 15 fruit trees including palms, and 40 shrubs and 
herbs planted in mixed composition without discrete 
planting principles. 
 

 



Ethnic Garden….Chinese Gardens 

• The Chinese rural community  lived in vernacular 
buildings surrounded by vegetation of fruit trees, 
flowering shrubs, herbs and vegetables. 
 
•Typical house is enveloped by the three spatial zones, 
frontyard, sideyard(s) and kitchen garden that extents 
to the orchad. 
 
• In contrast to the Malays, the Chinese belief or 
philosophy regards plant more than provision of food 
and medicine but as integral part of nature and 
associate it with wisdom. 
 



Continue……… 

• The Chinese house compound is distinguished by 
plant with red flowers such as bougainvillea, 
Euphorbia, Adenium, and hibiscus because red is a 
symbol of wealth, fame, and splendor. 



Ethnic Garden….Indians Gardens 

• Basically, there are four to six species of trees and 
shrubs and herbs that characterize their garden; 
kacang kelo (Moringa ptergosperma), Krishna thulsi 
(Ocimum santum), nochi, jasmine (Jasminum sambac), 
susun kelapa (Ervatamia coronaria), henna (Lawsonia 
inermis), mango (Mangifera indica), and neem tree. 
 
• Apart from the plants, the Indian gardens are 
distinguished by few accessories including earthen or 
metal pots placed inverted on the fence posts. 



Continue……… 

• The  garden of the Indians is a microcosm where the 
interactions of people and plants are both functional 
and spiritual. It symbolizes the faith of the Indians to 
Hinduism and demonstrates the sense of identity to 
their community. 
 



Methodology of Inventory and Analysis 

• Survey:- 23 communities throughout Peninsular 
Malaysia, divide into 3 zones: south, central and north. 
 
•The survey observation indicates the ratio of house 
with garden and without garden. 
 
• Information for each house is gathered and 
documented in an inventory form. The necessary 
information includes: 
 
a) House garden plan indicating layout of plant species and 

hard landscape features; 
b) Dimension of garden in meters and area in square meter; 



Methodology of Inventory and Analysis 
The field data is analyzed in the following relationships, namely: 
i. The percentage or ratio of terraced house with garden 
ii. Similarities and differences of garden in terrace and village 

houses; 
iii. Type of plant species planted in the gardens; 
iv. Similarities and differences of garden layout and 

composition between the three races; 
v. Reasons why resident cultivate the plants in their gardens. 

 
The data are analyzed through the following steps: 
i. Tabulate the size and area of the house lot, garden and road 

shoulder; 
ii. Tabulate the percentage of terraced house with garden 

from a minimum of two rows. House with garden denotes 
the concern of the residents to establish conducive living 
community; 



Methodology of Inventory and Analysis 
iii. Count and tabulate the type and quantity of plant species 

and their reasons of utilization being planted in garden of 
each race; 

iv. Cumulative tabulation of the plant species and reasons of 
utilization found in the terrace house of Malays, Chinese 
and Indians; 

v. Tabulate the type of hard landscape features and their 
reasons of existence in the gardens; 

vi. Comparative analysis of garden layout and composition. 
Garden layout plans of each race is grouped and compare to 
determine any trend or style of design and their planting 
compositions. 



Findings and Discussion 

Percentage of plant use in terrace-housing neighborhood 



Findings and Discussion 

An example of a garden of a terrace house resident 



Findings and Discussion 

View of a terrace house neighborhood in  
Peninsular Malaysia 

  

View of a local road shaded by mangi trees  
at taman Merlimau’s Neighborhood 



Findings and Discussion 

View of a Malays, Chinese and Indians terrace house 
neighborhood in Peninsular Malaysia 



Conclusion 

It is important to recognize and understand the role of cultural-
ethnic garden toward physical and social character 
development of terrace housing community in Peninsular 
Malaysia. The study shows that the Malays, Chinese and Indians 
are practicing the value of making cultural landscape in their 
neighborhood. After knowing the existence of cultural 
landscape in terrace house community it is essential for 
landscape architects, urban planners and architects to consider 
these landscape values in the planning and design of urban 
residential areas. Local authorities should integrate the cultural 
landscape values during zoning and preplanning of residential 
estate. They should make the planners and designers aware 
that establishment of cultural landscape is a positive mode to 
integrate people in a multi-ethnic community. 


